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Ecosystem 
…a collection of organisms (plant, animal and other living organisms)
living together with their environment and functioning together, and 
needing each other for different reasons. 
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CRETACEOUS 146 to 65 million years ago 

A few facts: 
Pangaea continued in its splitting and a wide variety of dinosaurs roamed the land. Birds flourished and spread all over the globe 
Flowering plants developed and mammals flourished. 
Dinosaurs became extinct by the end of the period. The extinction, the second largest of all time, marked the end of the Age of Reptiles and the 
beginning of the Age of Mammals.  

Dinosaurs that lived during the Cretaceous period include: 
Ankylosaurus - the most heavily armed dinosaur, with bony plates, studs and spikes lining its entire back 
Giganotosaurus carolinii - measuring about 45 feet long and weighing about 8 tons, it holds the record as the largest carnivore 
Hadrosaurus - this herbivore had a toothless bill but many cheek teeth 
Megaraptor  - a fast runner with a sickle-shaped claw on each foot 
Orinthomimus  - at an estimated 40 to 50 miles per hour, this was the fastest dinosaur 
Seismosaurus  - considered the largest dinosaur, it measured 120 feet long and stood about 18 feet high 
Triceratops - this quadraped (four-footed) dinosaur walked on its four stumpy legs and used the three horns on its head for protection. 
Troodon  - largest brain-to-body ration of all known dinosaurs; believed to be as intelligent as modern birds 
Tyrannosaurus rex -  T. rex, king of the dinosaurs, dominated the period. 

Look these up: what did they look like? 

What would they have eaten?  
Find out by going to these websites: 
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/subjects/dinosaurs/plants/  
http://fossilnews.com/2000/mezplants/mezplants.html  
http://www.bbc.co.uk/nature/history_of_the_earth/Cretaceous website on the Cretaceous period 
http://www.dinodatabase.com/dinoage.asp (this one gives information about the climate too) 

Also: type ‘vegetation Cretaceous’ into Google images to see what the plants looked like. 
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